
E U . G E N E  M *  B R I C K E R ,  M .  D. 

A p r i l  26,  1966 

Michael E l l i s  DeHakey, “,D. 
1200 M.D, Anderson Boulevard 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Mke:  

Z am sorrv T f e e l  compelled t o  write t h i s  l e t t e r ,  brit Z 
must do  S O .  1 have. t a lked  t o  q u i t e  il few of our  collearrues s i n c e  the  advent 
of vour last sp lurge  of n u b l i c i t y  and I f i n d  t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n  i s  p r e t t v  much 
the  same, tlioutlh wi th  vary ina  deqrees  of i n t e n s i t y ,  You are he ld  i n  h i eh  
reqard b!7 most peonle i n  your p ro fes s ion ,  by those  who know vou w e l l  and those 
vho krlow voii only bv nanep You are a d d r e d  for vniw accnm~l.i.shment6 and f n r  
vour con t r ibu t inns  t o  su ree rg  and t o  medicine. No one doubts vour a b i l i t v ,  
vour s j n c e r i t v ,  vovr enercv nr yorir dedics r ion .  In view qf a l l  t h i s  i t  i s  
hard t o  understand whv you w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  promotion of  a n u b l i c  
s b e c t a c l e  t h a t ,  In  mv opinion,  i s  an exhabi t ion  of extreme noor t a s t e ,  i s  n o t  
i n  the  best  i n t e r e s t  of s u r r e r v ,  and does no t  se rve  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of vnur 
n a t i e n t  o r  h i s  familv.  What Is YOU? aim? I f  i t  i s  t o  j u s t i f y  the  expendi ture  
o f  h w e  sums of g ran t  m n e v ,  t h i s  i s  somethinv I can unders tand  hu t  would 
vehemently n r o t e s t  t h a t  t h e  end does n o t  j u s t i f v  the  neans. I cannot imaeine 
anv o t h e r  reason. To ne and t o  those  of our  collearrues wi th  whom I have 
d iscussed  t h i s  na t te r  the  whole enisode has  been d j  s t a s t e f u l  and embarrassine.  
It  seems a l s o  t o  be u n f a i r  t o  t he  manv o thp r  peonle  who are workinc. i n  t h e  sane 
f i e l d ,  but without  t he  €an-€are vou a r e  canable  of enpenderin?. 

As one of voui  f r i e n d s  who has known and adpi red  you f o r  years  
I am t a k i n ?  the  l i b e r t y  of sav in0  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was handled i n  a wav t h a t  
I cons ider  t o  we une th ica l  and a d i s c r e d i t  t o  t he  a r o f e s s i o n  of surserp .  These 
are stronc! words and I reqret feelincr forced  t o  say them, 

I a l s o  feel  t h a t  pour a c t i o n s  should no t  QO unnoticed by the  
o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of surgerv  of t h i s  country.  To condone t h i s  type  of 
conduct on your p a r t  would open the  door t o  s imilar  a c t i v i t i e s  by o t h e r s  whose 
aims might n o t  be as a l t r u i s t i c  a s  T t + - t s t  pours are .  Qy f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was t o  
send a cony o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  those  o f f i c i a l  m e n c i e s  t h a t  micht be i n  a p o s i t i o n  
t o  take  same type of ac t ion ,  T h i s  I have decided n o t  t o  do. I am s a t i s f i e d  t o  
make a vi?orous nexsonal p r o t e s t  and t o  urpe you t o  d e s i s t  from t h i s  tvpe of 
p u b l i c i t v  promotinp a c t i v i t y  be fo re  you l o s e  your f r i e n d s  and the  admirat ion and 
respect of t he  rest of t h e  p m f e s s i o n .  

S incere ly  yours ,  

M.D. 


